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“Roll Call” 

Information from the East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards Association 
Issue 3 – February 2010 Branch website: www.ekb.org.uk 

 

Welcome to the third edition of “Roll Call”.  Its purpose is to inform members, the widows of past branch 
members and “Friends of the Branch” of what is happening within the Branch and the Regiment. This issue is a 
“bumper pack” containing lots of interesting items. I hope you find the contents informative, of use and 
interesting. 
 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards  
The 1st Battalion is presently deployed on OP HERRICK 11 and involved in Operation Moshtarak - a major 
offensive targeting one of the Taliban's last strongholds in southern Afghanistan. The Grenadier Guards have 
been on the ground, along with the Coldstream Guards and the Royal Welsh, testing the Taliban positions and 
trying to get the message out to local people that the battle is about restoring order and allowing normal 
government to develop. 
 
The Battalion is continuing to do a fantastic job in Helmand Province and has established its reputation as the 
“will do, can do” Battalion in theatre. This reputation extends far and wide, and says much for the courage, 
dedication and professionalism being displayed by all ranks, as well as the “courageous restraint” in trying to 
disentangle themselves from battles with the Taliban, thereby avoiding collateral damage on innocent 
civilians. This is not to suggest that the enemy are getting off lightly, quite the reverse, but the Battalion is 
engaging with the Taliban where possible on its terms and on ground of its choosing. 
 
Sadly, on Saturday 13 February 2010, LSgt Dave Greenhalgh, 25, of the Queens Coy, 1st Battalion Grenadier 
Guards became the latest Battalion loss when he was killed as a result of an explosion that happened whilst on 
a vehicle patrol in the Nad-e-Ali area of Helmand Province. He was the first British fatality to occur during the 
clear phase of Operation MOSHTARAK. There have also been two Coldstream Guards soldiers and soldiers of 
other Regiments that have been killed during that Operation. 
 
On Thursday 11 February 2010, we received the following reports, by the Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion 
Grenadier Guards, Lieutenant Colonel Roly Walker (NOTE: the KIA totals for the Grenadier Guards do not reflect the death 

of LSgt Greenhalgh): 
 
REPORT 1 
 
1st Battalion Grenadier Guards Mid Tour Update from Battle Group Headquarters in Forward Operating Base 
Shawqat, Nad-e-Ali District, Helmand Province 
 
By January, the mid point of our tour, bitter winds off the Hindu Kush brought cold rain to what had been 
scorched farmland on our arrival.  Dust turned to mud, and the short winter set. Christmas far from home was 
more poignant for the biblical setting of rural Afghanistan.  Smallholdings eked from a rocky desert, irrigated 
land farmed by old and young hands alike, with extended families living in compounds unchanged in design 
from the days of Christ, fixed to the lingeringly slow pace of the seasons. 
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The Battle Group sits squarely on the main effort, literally and militarily. There is a sense of urgency to the 
operation; and for the Battalion, around which has formed the largest of the British Battle Groups, there is the 
added responsibility of being at the epicentre of the revised NATO effort to bring about a crushing Taliban 
defeat in the south within the next 12-18 months.   
 
The long months of training over the late summer have paid off and apprehensive Guardsman have settled 
into the convoluted and dangerous task of countering this complex insurgency with considerable courage and 
spirit.  Episodes of tragedy have punctuated their otherwise remarkable successes. Four Grenadiers have been 
killed so far, with a further six across the Battle Group from the Royal Anglian Regiment, the Duke of 
Lancaster’s Regiment, the Royal Military Police, and the Estonian Company. The list of injured grows to but the 
support they get from the medical professionals and rehabilitation centres at home is great comfort. 
 
Talk of a lull in the winter proved optimistic. The violence goes both ways, and the Companies have got the 
measure of the insurgents who are now suffering a much higher rate of attrition and psychological weariness 
from the incessant harassing and disruption the Battle Group has managed to inflict. Cautious optimism sees 
the insurgents now on the back foot in our area, as much from the hard fought legacy of the Welsh Guards last 
summer, our own operations with the Afghan security forces to concentrate on protecting the population, as 
it has been rejection by the local population who have seen there is a lot more to gain from working with the 
grain of District governance than against it.  To my mind, this latter point will prove to be the decisive 
contribution to lasting security. 
 
It is an all consuming task, where field commanders find themselves equally at home restoring local authority 
to tribal elders previously weakened by the Taliban, to opening village schools for mobs of Afghan children, as 
they do leading attacks on Taliban positions alongside their Afghan National Army partners.  This is the 
challenge of countering an insurgency within an intricate population such as the Afghan – and there are so 
many reasons to be positive. 
 
The recent history of this campaign is one of ebb and flow progress.  By no means have we made gains on all 
fronts, and there is a lot more to do before the military gains are irreversible; the Afghan, British, and 
American Armies in Helmand are on the move again to clear the densest concentrations of Taliban from the 
centre of the Province, giving life to General McChrystal’s refreshed strategy for the operation.  
Thoughts of returning home are an indulgent luxury still. There will be plenty of time for reflection and 
recovery later but for now, the task requires every fibre of concentration and wit to stay sharp and resolute. 
New Colours and the Queen’s Birthday Parade loom on the horizon… 
 
REPORT 2 
 
This is taken from the Defence Intranet, apparently written by the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion 
Grenadier Guards, Lieutenant Colonel Roly Walker, who explained that he thinks it is based on a series of 
interviews he had given. He says that nonetheless, it is a useful if bland round up and although casualty figures 
are incorrect, except for the recent death of LSgt Greenhalgh, they would have been correct at the time of 
interview. 
 
Nad-Ali ς 26 January 2010  
 
"It is hard to believe that the Grenadier Guards have now been in place and responsible for Battle Group 
Centre South for over three months. The time has passed quickly and we are now the prospect of another 
three months improving the area of operations fills us all with a certain sense of into 2010, and duty.  
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"The transformation since our arrival has been heart-warming. There has been tangible success within our 
Area of Operations [AO] which I will highlight during this report; however, success in Afghanistan comes at a 
cost, and we have lost a number of men to insurgent activity and other incidents. 
 
"The situation within the Nad e-Ali district has improved immensely. The ever-developing 'inkspot zone of 
security' has been pushed out further than was imagined. New checkpoints manned by the Battle Group 
 
but also by both the ANP [Afghan National Police] and the ANA [Afghan 
National Army] have been established across the AO. 
This has given the local Afghan people a greater sense of safety and 
proved to them that ISAF [International Security Assistance Force] and 
Afghan forces are here for the long term. 
 
"These 'protected communities' are the initial steps to hopefully returning 
the local community to the life they had pre-Taliban.  
 
Being able to patrol more freely throughout the 'Green Zone' and access 
the villages or 'kalays' has meant that the District Governor, Habibullah, 

 
Soldiers from the Grenadier Guards Battle Group 

chat to local Afghan workers  
[Picture: SSgt Mark Jones,  

Crown Copyright/MOD 2010] 

has been able to address the people by conducting a number of 'shuras'. 
 
"During these meetings with the local elders he has explained the opportunities that can be achieved in their 
areas following the arrival of the ISAF and ANSF [Afghan National Security Forces]. He has encouraged them to 
engage with him in order to take advantage of employment and economic development, neither of which had 
been available during the reign of the insurgents. 
 
"To further add to the regeneration of the local communities, a 'wakil' - spokesperson - for each kalay has 
been appointed and will sit in as part of the Community Development Council and liaise directly with the 
District Governor, who in turn will approach the government with any grievances or issues. 
 
"The reconstruction and development that has been carried out over the last 
three months has been nothing short of monumental. The projects that have 
been discussed, tendered and built have seen the landscape across the AO 
change dramatically. A lot of this has taken place within the confines of the 
District Centre [DC]. 
 
"The redevelopment of the commercial zone within the DC is an ongoing project 
with a new centre for 58 shops and a covered market area being built. The roads 
around the DC have been improved and are awaiting a further project to tarmac 
them. New drainage ditches have been put in place and the shops within the 
existing bazaar have been rebuilt. 
 
"The prospect of a bustling bazaar has encouraged the locals to recommence 
trade within the surrounding kalays, thus improving the economic growth within. 
The opening of the 'Friendship Bridge' at the western edge of the Green Zone has 
greatly improved the transit route for the local Afghans and the displaced 
community in the desert. It has also meant that these people can now avoid  

 
Lieutenant Colonel Roly Walker (left), 

Commanding Officer of the 1st 
Battalion Grenadier Guards, addresses a 
gathering of local people during a shura 

[Picture: SSgt Mark Jones,  
Crown Copyright/MOD 2009] 

Showal where Taliban 'taxation' and intimidation are endemic. 
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"Coupled with a secure route down to the provincial capital, Lashkar Gah, this has meant that once again the 
prospect for trade routes to reopen has been achieved. The amount of 'traffic' that crosses the bridge on a 
daily basis has grown steadily over the months, and, as the word gets out about its practicality, we envisage 
that it will be one of the main thoroughfares within the central Helmand belt. 
 
"Other projects within our AO have been carefully selected by our very busy Military Stabilisation Support 
Team group based at FOB [Forward Operating Base] Shawqat. These include the rebuilding of the health clinic 
in Nad e-Ali, the District Governor's new compound, a new mosque, and even a new football pitch, complete 
with goalposts, for the local children. A lot of these children are now attending the newly-painted school 
which was formerly Patrol Base [PB] Argyll. 
 
"The ditches throughout the AO have been cleared of all the debris and fauna that has been clogging them up 
for a number of years, and the sluice gates, which help control the irrigation for the farmers, have been 
rebuilt. All this rebuilding and construction has been carried out by the local Afghan people themselves in a 
very busy 'Cash for Works' programme. 
 
"This will continue to increase as we strive forward with progress. The need to have an Afghan face very much 
at the forefront of anything we do is paramount. 
 
"There has been a lot of reshaping within the Battle Group over the last couple of months. The Estonian 
Company that was based at PB Pimon has been replaced by their successors and in doing so have moved to PB 
Wahid in a direct swap with Number 2 Company. 
 
"This move was as part of a strategy to set the conditions for 'Op TOR SHPA'H' - the sweep down through the 
villages of Zorabad, Baluchan, Kakaran and Noorzo Kalay. These villages have for the past 12 months been a 
'free movement zone' for the insurgents who have exploited and oppressed the locals in order to mount 
attacks on central Nad e-Ali, ANSF and the ISAF.  
 
"The Inkerman Company has remained in PB Shahzad and continued their excellent start to the tour. They 
have been instrumental in engaging with the local Afghans who in turn have accepted them and what they are 
trying to achieve within their community. Chah-e Anjir represents a more mature community, a legacy from a 
monumental US project in the late 1950s, and is very much a blueprint of what we are trying to develop across 
our AO.  
 
"The Queen's Company has been the focal point for all operations taking place within their own very large AO 
around Lashkar Gah. This includes the Bolan 'desert' and the Basharan area. The latter has been visited on 
many occasions by high ranking dignitaries as this area has been described as the model for a counter-
insurgency - mainly due to the ISAF and ANSF that operate in that area, but also due to the fact that the 
insurgents have shaped the conditions for this progress! 
 
"The two multiples (one multiple equals half a platoon, 14 men, and is the basic grouping of infantry in 
Afghanistan) of Irish Guards attached to the Battle Group have completed their time with Number 2 and the 
Inkerman Companies. They arrived at very short notice during our PDT [pre-deployment training], settled in 
very quickly, and deployed with all the gusto and impishness that you would expect from the Micks. 
 
"Their performance during the last three months has been commendable. We wish them well as they prepare 
for an overseas exercise in Kenya which in turn sets them up for a deployment back to Helmand in September 
this year with their own battalion. 
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"The Rifles have been replaced by C (Essex) Company from the Royal Anglians at PB Silab, who continue to 
develop our southern boundaries, and Blenheim Company, 2 LANCS [2nd Battalion The Duke of Lancaster's 
Regiment], have been replaced by their fellow soldiers from Arnhem Company. 
 
"The OMLT [Operational Mentoring and Liaison Team] has been maintained by Support Company from 2 
YORKS [2nd Battalion The Yorkshire Regiment], who have one of the most challenging and rewarding tasks of 
mentoring the ANA. Whilst they have the specific role of mentoring, we are all partners to the ANSF. 
Embedded partnering is the way we conduct all our business within the central Helmand belt. 
"The 'End State' of an Afghan state policed and run solely by the Afghans is the goal of this campaign and can 
only be achieved 'by, with and through' the Afghans themselves. There is a way to go yet but progress is 
definitely being made.  
 

"The Rear Joint Operations Centre continues to be very busy. The R&R [Rest 
& Recuperation] package has kicked in and is a constant noose around the 
RAO's [Regimental Administration Officer's] neck as he seeks to ensure that 
all flights are accounted for and dispatched accordingly. It is very reassuring 
to know that every avenue has been explored to enable the members from 
the Battle Group to arrive back in the UK, spend a period of time with their 
families, and return to duty with the minimum amount of fuss. 
 
"The Rear Joint Operations Centre continues to be very busy. The R&R [Rest 
& Recuperation] package has kicked in and is a constant noose around the 
RAO's [Regimental Administration Officer's] neck as he seeks to ensure that  

 
Soldiers of the Grenadier Guards Battle Group, 

manning a checkpoint, carry  
out a vehicle check  

[Picture: SSgt Mark Jones,  
Crown Copyright/MOD 2010] 

all flights are accounted for and dispatched accordingly. 
 
It is very reassuring to know that every avenue has been explored to enable the members from the Battle 
Group to arrive back in the UK, spend a period of time with their families, and return to duty with the 
minimum amount of fuss. "The administrative team back at Bastion has excelled itself. The G4 element 
[logistics and quartering] is a constant engine that has been working tirelessly to ensure that resupply of 
essential items and the all important mail reaches all the numerous outstations. The Quartermaster, who 
would normally be running this chain, has deployed forward to FOB Shawqat to replace the BGLO [Battle 
Group Liaison Officer], Captain Broad, who was injured by an IED [improvised explosive device] strike. We wish 
Bernie Broad and the Gurkha soldier injured alongside him a speedy recovery. 
 
"'Courageous restraint' is a phrase easier to say than actually execute, however we are glad to report that 
although we are at the higher scales of kinetic activity, the judgement shown by all the soldiers on the ground 
has been exemplary. 
 
"There have been a number of major incidents of engagements with the insurgents. November saw a busy 
period for Number 2 Company as they were attacked on three consecutive days at Wahid, resulting in over 80 
insurgent KIAs [killed in action]. Simultaneously the Recce Platoon were disposing of 16 insurgents on our 
southern boundary. Since then there have been similar engagements and the Taliban has been greatly 
reduced in numbers due to the effective targeting and engagement by our Battle Group. 
 
"As aforementioned, the successes within our time here in Helmand have been tinged with sadness. To date 
we have lost eight men to insurgent actions. In the one incident at the Blue 25 Police Station, a rogue 
policemen shot dead five members of the Battle Group (including three members from the battalion). A heavy 
loss indeed. Other members from the Battle Group have suffered loss of limbs due to IED strikes, but they 
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have remained positive about their condition and are looking forward to integrating back with their units on 
completion of their rehabilitation. 
 
"We have had a number of visits to the Battle Group during the past few months. The main one being that of 
The Right Honourable David Cameron MP, the Leader of the Opposition. After lunch, Mr Cameron conducted a 
tour of the local bazaar with the District Governor. 
 
"He spoke to the BBC in the middle of the bazaar outlining his ideas for a better developed community within 
Afghanistan and also about the sterling job that the ISAF were doing in Helmand. He was escorted around by 
the Commanding Officer and finished off his visit by taking the time out to speak to the soldiers back in FOB 
Shawqat. 
 
"The final week of 2009 saw Christmas celebrations throughout the AO. A wide variety of festive participation 
was taken by the Battle Group. A number of the Patrol Bases had carefully nurtured turkeys throughout the 
build up to the 25th of December - sadly none of these birds saw the 26th! The New Year came and went - the 
main activity being a number of outreach shuras being conducted by the District Governor in Zorabad and 
Noorzo Kalay. 
 
"So as we move into a new decade we reflect on what has been a very busy first three months for the 
Grenadier Guards Battle Group. The pace of activity coupled with the rate of progress within our AO has been 
immense. The Battle Group goes from strength to strength. 
 
"The way in which the soldiers have taken to this demanding and dangerous task has been humbling. Their 
bravery, compassion and sense of humour have formed a rich vein that flows through the Battle Group. All our 
families and friends back home can be immensely proud of the tremendous job that they are doing in such 
difficult circumstances. 
 
"The fruits of our efforts are making a dramatic difference to the lives of the Afghan people and that in itself is 
truly rewarding. The return to a Taliban regime is now no longer an option. ISAF is here for the long term. 
There is only one way this change is going to go - and that is forward." 
 

Comfort Parcels  
As you will be aware, the branch had plans to send comfort parcels to serving members of the branch 
deployed on OP HERRICK 11.  When we tried to establish which of our serving members were deployed, we 
received a letter that explained the MoD position and the unintended logistical difficulties and dangers that 
were caused by “too many” of these parcels being sent to deployed soldiers.  
 
Along with the impossible task of establishing who our deployed serving members are, this quickly made us 
realise that an alternative demonstration of our support should be made.  At the November 2009 meeting, 
branch members in attendance decided that the branch should make a donation of £500 to The Colonel’s 
Fund Grenadier Guards as that would benefit deployed Grenadiers who may have need to draw on the fund. A 
letter and cheque was sent to the Regimental Adjutant and a letter of explanation and support was sent to the 
Commanding Officer. 
 
A number of branch members had kindly made donations to our “comfort parcel” fund.  Should you have 
made such a donation, but do not agree with the alternate arrangements we have made for that donation 
then please make contact with me and I will arrange a refund. 
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7ÈÁÔȭÓ /Î 
There are numerous events occurring this year.  Please make contact with me as soon as possible should you 
require more information, or wish to attend any, or all, of those that the branch is organising or attending 
(NOTE: see the *** asterisks *** for such instances). 
 
*** Annual General Meeting - Sunday 21 March 2010 *** 
The Branch Annual General Meeting will he held on Sunday 21 March 2010 at Hythe Conservative Club.  The 
meeting will commence at 1030 hrs and be followed by the regular monthly meeting. 
 
The Guardsô Chapel ï Easter Choral Concert 2010 
For your information, the Guards’ Chapel Choir and the Orchestra of the Household Division present an Easter 
Choral Concert at the Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ on Wednesday 
31 March 2010, at 1915 hours, tickets are £15.00 each – telephone the Credit Card line on 020 7839 5323 
between 0900 and 1600 hours Monday to Friday, or by post from: Household Division Funds, Horse Guards, 
London SW1A 2AX.  Cheques (in sterling only) and Postal Orders made payable to ‘Household Division Funds’. 
 

*** Presentation of New Colours ï May 2010 *** 

New Colours will be presented to the 1st Battalion on their return from their operational tour in Afghanistan. 
The presentation is taking place in Buckingham Palace gardens on Tuesday 11 May 2010. We have yet to 
receive specifics from Regimental Headquarters, but anticipate that this will be an all ticket event and, for 
security and logistical reasons, is likely to be restricted to branch members and immediate family members 
(wives/partners). Priority for tickets will go to members who have attended six or more meetings in the twelve 
months previous to the event, but I will also have a waiting/top up list for others. The branch will organise a 
coach to transport us to London with pickups in Ramsgate, Canterbury, Folkestone, Hythe and Ashford. A fare 
per passenger will be charged. Please make contact with me now if you would like to obtain tickets and 
therefore be “further up the list”. First come, first served!! ~ Limited space remaining. 
 
*** Regimental Remembrance Day ï May 2010 *** 

This will be held on Sunday 16 May 2010 and will occur in Wellington Barracks (London), The Guards Chapel 
and on Horse Guards Parade. This will be the first time that the Association Company Camp Colours are 
paraded, they will be carried by two members of the Association and will be positioned either side of the 
wreath bearers on the march to Horse Guards. Unfortunately, we have insufficient attendees to warrant the 
cost of coach hire, so please make your own travel arrangements to get to London for this event.   
 
*** Church Parade at Ickham ï Saturday 22 May 2010 *** 
We have been invited to attend the Church Parade that is being organised  by the 1st Foot Guards Re -

enactment Society ( www.firstfootguards.org ). This is still in its early planning stages, but we would hope 

as many people as possible from the East Kent Branch will attend.  After al l, w e donôt want to be 

outnumbered by our pre -Waterloo self !!. The 1 st  Foot Guards hope to be able to fire a volley of shots on 

the Church Green and also partake of refreshments in the Duke William after the parade at St. John the 

Evangelist, Ickham.  
 
*** Branch Annual Dinner 2010 *** 

Planning for our “Welcome Home” Dinner this year is ongoing, but we have yet to set a date or venue. We had 
hoped to hold the dinner earlier in the year and to coincide with the return of the battalion, as it would be 
nice to invite our serving members (who have been deployed on OP HERRICK 11) and their wives/partners to 
attend as our guests. However, as you will have read earlier, establishing details of who they are is proving 
very difficult.  Coupled with this is the retirement of Tommy Verdon, the chef at Hythe Conservative Club. We 
are still waiting to see who might replace him. Once details are firmer then we will notify all members. 
Whenever it is set, please try to attend the dinner and help celebrate the safe return of the 1st Battalion. 

http://www.firstfootguards.org/
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*** Major Generalôs and Colonelôs Review 2010 *** 

These reviews of the Queen’s Birthday Parade are known as the 1st and 2nd Rehearsals. This year, the 1st 
Battalion Grenadier Guards will provide the Escort to the Colour and will Troop their newly presented Colour. 
Tickets for the Major General’s Review are generally free, are generally in high demand and cannot be 
guaranteed. Tickets for the Colonel’s Review are charged for (2009 price was £10 each).  The Colonel himself 
will take the salute on the Colonel’s Review. I need to bid for tickets when I attend the Secretary’s Meeting 
and Association Annual General Meeting on Saturday 20 March 2010.  If you have not asked me by Friday 19 
March 2010, then it is unlikely I will be able to get tickets for you. If you are interested in attending then 
please register your interest with me now and let me know which parade you are interested in attending and 
how many tickets you would like me to try to obtain. 
 
Household Division Beating Retreat ï 9 and 10 June 2010 

For your information, Beating Retreat will take place on Horse Guards, Whitehall London at 2100 hrs each 
night. This is a Floodlit Military Music Spectacular with The Massed Bands of the Household Division, the Corps 
of Drums and Pipes and Drums of the Foot Guards Battalions supported by the Kings Troop Royal Horse 
Artillery. Tickets are available from www.ticketmaster.co.uk  
 
Further details are not currently available; please check on line at the ticketmaster website. When details are 
available they will also be published on www.grengds.com 
 
*** Grenadier Day 2010 *** 

Because the Battalion are due back from Afghanistan in the late spring of 2010, Grenadier Day 2010 is being 
renamed ‘Grenadiers Return’ for this year. There will also be a “theme tune” to match!  
 
‘Grenadiers Return’ is to be held on Saturday 26 June 2010 at Littlecote House in Hungerford, Berkshire  RG17 
0SU.  It will be superimposed over the very popular Grenadiers@Littlecote 3 night/4 day break that is 
organised for that time, so will already have a large number of Grenadiers there.  
 
Planning by Regimental Headquarters is well underway and this year there will be a very full programme to 
include Jousting, Motor Cycle Display Team, Police Dog Display, the Sealed Knott, Classic Car Display, the 
Boyton Cup Shoot and much much more. It is hoped that many will turn out to applaud the Battalion. All funds 
raised will be in support of The Colonel’s Fund Grenadier Guards, which provides assistance to those in need 
of support, resulting from operations.  
 
All members, together with their family and friends, are invited to attend.   Set in lovely surroundings there is 
ample space not only for car parking, but spacious grounds for the various branch stalls to set out their wares. 
The branch plan on erecting a stall ourselves – so please think of things we can sell and feed your ideas back to 
the committee. There will be a large arena for the various displays that will take place.   For the not so able 
bodied and for the children there will be a Land Train to ferry patrons around.  
 
To allow us to travel there and back in one day, the Branch is organising a coach with pickup and drop off 
points in Ramsgate and Canterbury only. Members, who would have usually used the Folkestone, Hythe or 
Ashford PUP/DOP locations we would also usually employ, are requested to make their way to one of these 
two locations instead. If you, and/or your friends/family, are interested in attending and haven’t placed your 
name on the list, then please contact me now. A fare per passenger will be charged, but entrance to the venue 
is free. 
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Grenadiers @ Littlecote 

Grenadiers Return is being run in conjunction with the very popular Grenadiers 
@ Littlecote break.  Should you wish to take up their offer, instead of travelling 
with the branch for Grenadier Day 2010, then they are delighted to offer this   

special opportunity to experience exceptional Warner’s service, fabulous food, comfortable half board 
accommodation and to enjoy the delights of Grenadier Day and all that Littlecote has to offer. This 4 day, 3 
night break from Friday 25 through to Monday 28 June 2010 is at the great value price of £321.00 per 
person. Littlecote House Hotel offers traditional hospitality at this fine medieval house and grounds. 
 
Should you wish to make a weekend of it, your holiday break will include: 
 

 4 days 3 nights’ accommodation of your choice.  

 Welcome cocktail reception on Friday and 3-course dinner. 

 Entertainment every evening to include: 
o Band Concert – By the Band of the Grenadier Guards 
o Joe Loss Orchestra – Big Band & Singers 
o The World famous Kentwood Show Choir 
o The Stage Door Johnnies 
o Gigantic Summer Raffle 
o Gala Dinner on Sunday evening 

 Also a full Program each day, Including Drum Head Service, Military Displays, The Sealed Knot – Battle 
scene, Military Vehicles. 

 
Of course you will be right on site ready for “Grenadiers Return” on the Saturday.   If you are interested, want 
more information, or wish to make a reservation to stay over the weekend, then write or telephone  Colin 
Knight, “Ridgeway”, Bream Road, St. Briavels, Lydney, Glos. GL15 6TL. Tel: 01594 530154, or contact John 
Southern on 0118 9425356. E-mail: knight@grenadiersatlittlecote.co.uk or 
southern@grenadieratlittlecote.co.uk.Regular updates will be posted on their website at 
www.grenadiersatlittlecote.co.uk 
 
Sergeants' (Past & Present) Club Dinner 

If you are a former Sergeants Mess Member, then please note that the Past & Present Club Dinner will be held 
at Marble Arch Thistle Hotel, London on Saturday 6 November 2010. The cost per person has yet to be 
announced. Further details can be obtained from the RQMS Regimental Headquarters at: Regimental 
Headquarters, Grenadier Guards, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ. Telephone: 0207 
414 3282. 
 
Festival of Remembrance ï 13 November 2010 

We are occasionally asked how tickets can be obtained for this event, held at the Royal Albert Hall. Although a 
national event, it is sponsored by the Royal British Legion and therefore tickets can only be obtained through 
the local RBL organisations. 
 
Cenotaph Parade ï 14 November 2010  

Those wishing to march on the Cenotaph Parade should apply for tickets by mid August 2010. Contact the 
General Secretary, Grenadier Guards Association, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ. 
Telephone: 0207 414 3220. 
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*** Remembrance Sunday Parade at Hythe War Memorial ï 14 November 2010 *** 

The Branch will be on parade at the Hythe War Memorial. Medals to be worn. Branch Banner on parade. Meet 
at Hythe Conservative Club at 1015 hrs.  Hot soup and roll served after the parade. 
 

Big Lottery Fund ɀ Heroes Return 2  
Members are reminded that this fund has been set up to help veterans to commemorate the anniversaries of 
events that led to the end of the Second World War (WW2). For the purpose of this scheme, Veterans are 
classified as people who saw active service with, or alongside, the British and Allied Armed Forces during that 
war. The Big Lottery Fund will make grants towards the travel and accommodation costs (including insurance) 
of commemorative visits to the areas where British Armed Forces saw active service during WW2 and to 
attend commemorative services in the UK. A fixed sum will be available for each veteran, or the widows or 
widowers of veterans, towards the cost of their visit. The fund will also contribute to spouses and carers travel 
and accommodation costs.  
So that they can fund as many veterans as possible, they can only fund one visit for each veteran, widow or 
widower. Visits must take place before 31 December 2010.  
 
The amounts offered are shown in the table below: 
 

Destination Individual 
(one person) 

Individual plus 
spouse or carer 

(two people) 

Individual plus 
spouse and carer 

(three people) 

United Kingdom £150 £225 £330 

Northern and Western Europe £500 £875 £1,300 

Mediterranean and North Africa £800 £1,425 £1,300 

Egypt, Libya and the Middle East £1,500 £2,825 £4,250 

Far East and the Rest of the World £2,000 £3,700 £5,500 

 
If you would like more details, or help with applying, on this programme then please visit 
www.heroesreturn2.org.uk, call the Heroes Return Helpline on 0845 000021, or else make contact with me 
and I will do what I can to assist. 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΗΗΗ 
 

Holidays for Senior Members  
The purpose of this scheme is to provide up to a one-week holiday in the off-peak season with full travel costs 
and full or half-board accommodation for needy elderly married couples, widows and widowers. The scheme 
is restricted to those of State retirement age whom the Branch committee considers would not otherwise be 
able to afford it, and who would benefit from such a holiday. The Branch committee consider applications and 
subsequently submit them to Regimental Headquarters for approval and funding. Until their approval is given, 
no holiday can be guaranteed.   
 
It is often difficult for the committee to know who falls into that “needy” category.  If you think you do, and 
would benefit from an offer like this, then please make contact with me soonest.  Any details you provide will 
be held in the strictest confidence and will only be used to support an application for this scheme. 
Unfortunately, we have missed the submission date for holidays in 2010, but we can prepare applications in 
preparation for 2011, so contact me and let me know if you would like to be considered for this.  
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Pensions 
Regimental Headquarters currently have a number of Association members in receipt of an Association paid 
pension of £7.50 per week (£97.50 per Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct quarters).  These pensions are intended to assist 
those of State Retirement Age who exist solely on a State Retirement Pension (a small occupational pension is 
generally disregarded), and, for some other reason, (usually poor health) find it difficult to manage.  The 
Finance Committee considers applications in mid March and October, although the Director of Welfare may 
consider a grant on a pro-rata basis between these dates.  
 
Pension payments have reduced to the lowest figure for many years and therefore Branches are being asked 
to actively seek out those who qualify for consideration.  As with the Holidays for Senior Member’s scheme, it 
is often difficult for the committee to know who may benefit.  If you think you could, then please make 
contact with me soonest.  Any details you provide will be held in the strictest confidence and will only be used 
to support an application for this pension. 
 

The Future of Wellington Barracks  
Did you know that, on current planning, Wellington Barracks will cease to be a Battalion barracks from late 
2010 when the 1st Battalion is scheduled to return to Lille Barracks, Aldershot and 1 Welsh Guards will move to 
Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow?  
 
The three Public Duties Companies (Nijmegen Company (Gren Gds), No 7 Company (Coldm Gds) and F 
Company (Scots Gds)) will then occupy Wellington Barracks together with all five Regimental Bands; they will 
be administered by a Wellington Barracks Administrative Team.  

 
New Regimental Website  
A new Regimental website, which has been masterminded by Alan Ogden (a former officer in the Grenadier 
Guards), has been launched. Although “up and ready”, it is still work in progress; thus any practical and 
constructive suggestions are welcomed, bearing in mind that major architectural changes are unlikely to be 
feasible, whereas more minor cosmetic changes could be.  
 
The site address is www.grengds.com . The aim is to have a website that embraces the whole Regiment, 
serving and past, whether they be members of the Association or not. The theme is άhƴŎŜ ŀ DǊŜƴŀŘƛŜǊΣ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ DǊŜƴŀŘƛŜǊέ, with a view to making it easier for Grenadiers to keep in touch and meet up with each 
other.  

 
Presentation to the Branch President/Chairman and Honorary 
Secretary/Treasurer/Webmaster  
At the November 2009 branch meeting, the Branch President/Chairman, Major Dennis Bradley BEM and I 
were overwhelmed by the generosity of members and friends of the branch, many of whom had clubbed 
together to purchase two lovely fob watches for us in recognition for the work we do for the branch and its 
members.  
 
We knew nothing of this until it was sprung on us by one of our Honorary Vice Presidents, Major Richard 
“Skid” Dorney MBE, who we were of the understanding that he and his wife, Sue, had made a long journey 
from his home in Surrey, in order to brief members on the deployed Grenadiers in the 1st Battalion.  
 
We have written to say thank you to the many members and friends who we understand may have been 
asked to consider making a donation towards these watches.  If there is anyone we may have missed, then 
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please accept our heartfelt thanks and our apologies for not writing to you personally.  

 
Grenadier Guards Association ɀ PRI Shop Goods 
Regimental Headquarters sell a large number of items. Visit their website at www.grengds.com, or contact me 
and I can send you a list. Should you wish to purchase any of these items, then please contact Regimental 
Headquarters direct as all purchase requests to Regimental Headquarters have to be in writing and payment 
must accompany your order.  
 
Cheques/PO should be made payable to ‘Grenadier Guards Association’. Their address is: Grenadier Guards 
Association, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ. George Turton, from the London Branch, 
continues to manage the goods for sale. His normal days of work are Wednesday and Friday and he can be 
reached on 0207 414 3285, Fax: 020 222 4309. 
 

4ÈÅ 'ÕÁÒÄÓȭ #ÈÁÐÅÌ 
Known officially as the Royal Military Chapel, it was first built on the present site in 1838 and remodelled in 
1873.  In subsequent years, the walls were embellished by mosaics and memorials to former members of the 
Brigade of Guards.  In June 1944, the building received a direct hit from a flying bomb during a Sunday 
morning service.  Over 120 people, both military and civilian were killed and many more injured in the blast. 
Miraculously, the candles lit around the altar were unaffected.   
 
The new Chapel, designed by Bruce George, was rebuilt around the surviving alter and apse and rededicated 
in 1963. The Chapel is open to the public for visits during the week between 10am and 4pm; 10am Monday to 
Thursday and 3pm on Fridays’, with services each Sunday. Entry is via Birdcage Walk. Please feel free to visit 
the Chapel if/when you are next in London. You can check opening times and services, prior to your visit, on 
0207 414 3228 and 0207 414 3229. 
 

The Ceremony of the Keys ɀ HM Tower of London  
This ceremony takes place daily at 10pm (2200hrs).  Interested parties/individuals should write direct to HM 
Tower of London giving as much notice as possible.  Postal Applications only to: Ceremony of the Keys Office, 
Tower of London, EC3N 4AB enclosing a stamped addressed envelope.  
 

The Guards Museum  
The Guards Museum is in Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1 and daily opening times are 
1000hrs to 1600hrs (last admission 1530hrs). Open Bank Holidays, except Christmas Day. The opening times 
may be restricted on days of ceremonial occasions. (Please ring 0207 414 3271 or 0207 414 3428 for details). 
The Museum is closed for the whole month of January. Please take time to visit the Museum if/when you are 
next in London. 
 

Clearance Sale 
The Branch has a number of cotton T-Towels for sale. They are sold in bundles of five different T-Towels and 
will be a mixture from those shown below. Members may purchase these at the much reduced price of just 
£3.50 per bundle of 5 (plus £1.75 P&P if they need to be posted).  
 
If you would like to purchase one (or more) bundles of these T-Towels then please send me a cheque, drawn 
to East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards Association. On the rear of the cheque please write your name and 
address, write the words T-TOWEL BUNDLE and provide me with detail on the number of bundles you want. 
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Grenadier Gazette  - 2010  
Our order for this year’s edition of the Grenadier Gazette has already been sent into Regimental Headquarters 
and, for those that have already ordered their copy with me, will be available at the March meeting.  They are 
priced at £5.00 each plus postage (where required).   
 
Should you not have already ordered a copy (check with me if you are unsure) and would like a copy, then you 
will need to order direct with Regimental Headquarters.  
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In such instances would you please send them a cheque/postal order (in Sterling), as below, made out to the 
άwŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ŘƧǳǘŀƴǘ DǊŜƴŀŘƛŜǊ DǳŀǊŘǎέ 
 
 UK subscribers      - £5.00 + £1.50 P&P = £6.50 
 Europe  - £5.00 + £3.00 P&P = £8.00 
 Overseas (USA/Canada) - £5.00 + £5.00 P&P = £10.00 
 Overseas (Australia) - £5.00 + £5.00 P&P = £10.00 
 

 
ORDER FORM ς GRENADIER GAZETTE 2010 
 
Please send ……….. Grenadier Gazette(s) to: 
Name:_________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________Post Code:_____________ 
 
I enclose a Cheque /Postal order (STERLING please) for £6.50/£8.00/£10.00 (includes post and packing) in 
respect of the Grenadier Gazette 2010. 
 

 

In Memoriam  
Since the last issue of Roll Call, we have recorded the deaths of the following branch members: 
 

 Captain Gerald J Izard, 06 August 2009 

 2613946, William Ivor Russell Charles, 21 August 2009 (aged 94) 

 2614016 , Bernard A Muddiman, 24 December 2009 (aged 94) 
 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them". 

 
Ȭ)#%ȭ ɀ In Case of Emergency 

Are you one of the “eight out of ten people” who aren’t carrying information that 
would help if you fell ill, or were involved in an accident?  

Putting the acronym 'ICE' (In Case of Emergency) in front of a designated emergency 
contact in your mobile phone will save crucial time if you become ill, or are in an 
accident and cannot communicate critical information to the emergency services.  
 

 

There is no simpler way of letting the emergency services know who to contact. 
 
How does it work?  
Simply use your mobile’s phone book to store the name and number of someone who should be contacted if 
you have an emergency – but add the letters ICE in front of their name. ICE stands for ‘In Case of Emergency’: 
it’s what the emergency services will look for if you’re involved in an accident and have your mobile phone 
with you. This straightforward idea was developed by the East Anglian Ambulance Trust and is supported by 
Vodafone. 
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Getting started  
On most mobile phones you simply need to select ‘Contacts’ and choose ‘Add New Contact’, then enter the 
letters ‘ICE’ next to the name, followed by the telephone number of your next of kin. Make sure you choose a 
number that’s easy to get in touch with – a home number could be useless in an emergency if the person 
works full time. It is recommend that you enter daytime and evening numbers where this is possible. 
 
What should you do next? 
Make sure the person whose name and number you are giving has agreed to be your ‘ICE partner’. You should 
also make sure your ICE partner has a list of people to contact on your behalf. In addition, they’ll need to know 
about any medical conditions that could affect your emergency treatment, including allergies or medication. 
 
Storing an ICE number makes it easier for everyone if you’re involved in an accident. It only takes a few 
seconds, so do it today - please. 
 

TIP:  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
This will be because your ICE contact number is a duplicate entry of another contact in your phone book. If you 
have two numbers the same, your phone won't know which one to display so it will show just the number. To get 
around this, simply type a * after the number under your ICE contact. It will still work and will cure the caller-ID 
problem. 

 
Contact with the Branch  
We accept that there are members that are not able to attend the Branch meetings we hold on the third 
Sunday of each month (except December) and that there are members that are also not able to attend the 
trips and events we organise, or support, but we do encourage all members, the widows of past branch 
members and our “Friends of the Branch” to maintain contact with the Branch.   
 
My details are: 
 

 Email addresses: secretary@ekb.org.uk  
 Telephone: 01303 263958 (24/7 answering machine if not available) 

 Postal address: Mr RC Goodson, Hon. Secretary, Treasurer and Webmaster, East Kent Branch  
                                     Grenadier Guards Association, 36 Martins Way, Hythe, Kent   CT21 6QU 

 Known as: Bob 

 Service dates: 1976 to 2002 

 Name of Wife: Sue 
 

&ÏÎÔ ÁÎÄ "ÏÏËÌÅÔ 3ÉÚÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÏÌÌ #ÁÌÌȱ 
Should any recipient of the “Roll Call” experience difficulty reading the small font used in this booklet, then 
please let me know and I will send future copies to you in larger font and on A4 size paper.  All others will 
continue to receive it in the present booklet size.  
 

Until Our Next Issue  
I trust you enjoyed reading this edition of “Roll Call”. Please remember to maintain contact. Please drop me a 
line sometime, or give me a call. 
 
Best regards, Bob Goodson - Honorary Secretary, Treasurer and Webmaster 


