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“Roll Call” 

Information from the East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards Association 
May 2009 issue Branch website: www.ekb.org.uk 

 
Welcome to my first edition of the new “Roll Call”.  Its purpose is to inform you of what is happening 
within the Branch and the Regiment. I hope you find the contents informative and interesting. 
 

Change of Appointments 
We wish a long and happy retirement to Ray Colley and Harry West who served the Branch as Chairman 
(24 years) and Honorary Secretary (11 years) respectively.  
 
The position of Chairman has been assumed by our President, Major Dennis Bradley, BEM, and the 
position of Honorary Secretary has been taken on by the Treasurer, Bob Goodson (that’s me).  
 
A new appointment of Vice Chairman has been accepted by Harry Balderstone. 
 

All contact that members would have made to Harry West should now be 
made to me.   
 
My details are: 
 

 Email addresses: secretary@ekb.org.uk  
 Telephone: 01303 263958  

(24/7 answering machine if not available) 

 Post: Mr RC Goodson 
          Honorary Secretary and Treasurer 
          East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards Association 
          36 Martins Way, Hythe, Kent   CT21 6QU 

 Known as: Bob 

 Service dates: 1976 to 2002 

 Name of Wife: Sue  
 

What’s On 
There are a number of trips and events occurring this year that Branch members are either organising, 
or attending.  Please make contact with me as soon as possible (ASAP) should you wish to attend any, or 
all, of them.  
 
If a coach is being provided for a trip, then pick up points are being planned for Ramsgate (just north of 
the junction of Watchester Avenue and Grange Road), Canterbury (Iceland), Folkestone (Bowls Club), 
Hythe (Red Lion Square) and Ashford (Eureka Business Park – M20, Jn 9). The trips and events are: 
 

Sun 17 May – 2009 – Regimental Remembrance Day 
Held at Wellington Barracks, London.  

 Members travel via own means.  

 Medals to be worn 
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 The Lieutenant Colonel will take the salute. 

 The parade at Wellington Barracks, before and after the march to Horse Guards will be the same 
as last year, with the Band in the centre of the parade.  At Horse Guards the parade will form up 
on the edge of Horse Guards Parade immediately in front of the Guards Memorial. The 
Regimental Band will be in the centre of the parade on the return.  A drummer/musician will be 
positioned at the Guards Memorial, along with two colour points. 

 There is limited car parking at Wellington Barracks for VIP's and the severely disabled.  Anyone 
wishing to park in Barracks is to send their details to the General Secretary at Regimental 
Headquarters in good time, so that a letter of authority can be issued.  Those without a pass will 
not be permitted to enter Wellington Barracks. 

 Parking will be in The Mall. Coach/Car Passes will be needed. By the time you receive this “Roll 
Call” it may be too late to request a pass.  

 Members should be in possession of their Life Membership Cards and if possible, one other 
means of identification, preferably with a photograph.  All members to use the West Gate 
(nearest Buckingham Palace) after Guard Mounting (1230 hours) and NOT the Petty France gate. 

 Those in wheelchairs may join the end of the Parade with their helpers.  There will be no shuttle 
service to and from Horse Guards. 

 For the first time in many years, there will not be a Mareth Cross Service. However, the 
Lieutenant Colonel will lay a wreath at the Mareth Cross at the same time as a wreath is laid in the 
Chapel Cloisters. 
 

Saturday 30 May 2009 – Major General’s Review 
We have a number of people who have asked for tickets and I also hope to have a couple spare 
should other members require them. Tickets are FREE. They will be passed to members once I have 
them from Regimental Headquarters. Please make contact with me ASAP if you want any of the 
spare tickets I may have. 
 
Sunday 21 June 2009 – Grenadier Day 

 Location. To be held at Wellington Barracks, London. 

 Coach. A coach is being organised. Cost £12 adults and £6 children.  

 Parking. Parking will be in The Mall. Coach/Car Passes will be needed.  Let Bob Goodson have your 
details by no later than Sunday 31 May 2009 (full name, car registration, make, model and colour) 
if you require a car pass.  

 Branch Stall. We are NOT erecting a stall this year. 

 Planned events include: The Regimental Band, the Black Eagles acrobatic troupe, sheep show, 
chainsaw sculptor, kids fun arena, SWAGS tent, food stands, bar and the Boyton Cup Shoot that 
will take place using the Dismounted Close Combat Trainer (DCCT). 

 Security. Security will be in accordance with normal procedures for 'civilian' events. Photographic 
ID should be carried. 
 

Armed Forces Day/Veterans Day Parade - Saturday 27 June 2009  
This is being organised by Hythe Royal British Legion on behalf of Hythe Town Council and will take 
the form of a short parade and service in Hythe High Street on Saturday 27 June 2009 with the 
Service starting at 1130 hrs. It is expected to last approximately 30 minutes.  Regimental attire and 
medals should be worn.  A single wreath will be laid by the Hythe Town Mayor, on behalf of Hythe 
Town Council. The branch will have a small marching party in the parade. For those unable to march, 
arrangements are being made so they may be seated under the Undercroft at Hythe Town Hall, but I 
must have advance knowledge of your requirement in order seats can be reserved. The organisers 
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hope to be able to entertain Veterans and War Widows and representatives of attending 
organisations after the Service, but that will depend on their ability to obtain sufficient sponsorship. 
 
Saturday 25 July 2009 – War and Peace Show 

 Location. The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood  

 Coach. A coach is being organised.  

 Cost. FREE entrance to Normandy/Arnhem veterans (provided the necessary form is completed 
and sent in on time), so only the coach fare of £10 to pay. Cost for all others in our party (pre-
booked) £19.50 (includes coach and entrance). 

 Please let me have your details by no later than Sunday 21 June 2009 if you wish to attend; 
especially if you are a Normandy or Arnhem veteran. 
 

Friday 4 September 2009 - Annual Dinner 
We are planning for an excellent night and hoping for maximum support as we celebrate our sixty 
first year as a Branch. 

 Held at Hythe Conservative Club 

 1900 for 1930 hours dinner 

 Lounge suit/blazer 

 Regimental Trio/Dance Band and singer are booked 

 Menu and cost has yet to be agreed 
 

Sunday 8 November 2009 – Remembrance Day Parade 

 Held at Hythe War Memorial 

 Meet at Hythe Conservative Club at 1015 hours 

 Medals to be worn 
 

Saturday 5 December 2009 – Branch Christmas Party 

 Entertainment from “One For the Road” 

 Raffle Prizes to be won (Members are also requested to donate a prize on the evening (or 
before)) 

 Buffet Dinner 
 

Contact with the Branch 
We accept that many members are not able to attend Branch meetings and that there are a number 
of members who are also not able to attend the trips and events we organise, or attend, but we do 
encourage all members and widows to make contact now and again.   
 
An email message is our preferred method of contact as it helps keep postal costs to a minimum, is 
quicker for getting details to and from you and, as I work away from home quite a lot, I can 
downloaded and read your messages from anywhere in the world. If you have an email address, or 
you have a family member who has an email address through which we can send information, then 
please make sure we have it.  If you do not have email then contact by post, in person, or by 
telephone is totally acceptable.  The choice is yours – the pleasure ours. 

 

Branch Membership Fees 
Thank you to all members who paid their branch membership fees promptly last year.  These will be 
due again soon to cover the period 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010.  Branch membership fees have been 
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fixed at £10 for this period.  In my second capacity of Treasurer, I will be writing to members in June 
2009 requesting payment.  Please do not send payment in beforehand.  

 
The preferred method of payment is by Bank Standing Order Mandate, a copy of which will be sent 
with my correspondence, although a personal cheque or cash is also acceptable.  There are a number 
of members who have pre-paid for the next membership year (and in a few cases – for years 
thereafter) and such members will obviously not be requested to pay again until those pre-payments 
have expired.   

 

Welfare 
Pensions. Regimental Headquarters currently have a small number of Grenadier members and 
widows of Grenadiers in receipt of an Association Pension. These pensions are intended to assist 
those of State Retirement Age who exist solely on a State Retirement Pension (a small occupational 
pension is generally disregarded) and, for some other reason (usually poor health) find it difficult to 
manage.  The Finance Committee at Regimental Headquarters considers applications in mid March 
and October, although the Director of Welfare may consider a grant to those on a pro-rata basis 
between these dates. If you think you might qualify for consideration, or know of any deserving 
Grenadier cases, then please make contact with me and the Branch Committee will see what can be 
done to assist. 
 
Holidays for Senior Members Scheme.  This scheme was introduced many years ago and is for those 
of State Retirement Age to enjoy a one week holiday in the off-peak season, with full travel costs 
and half or full board accommodation being provided through SAGA Holidays within an overall 
budget set by Regimental Headquarters. Although it is not ‘means tested’, the scheme is intended for 
needy elderly married couples, widows and widowers whom the Branch considers would not 
otherwise be able to afford a holiday and who would benefit from it.  If anyone knows of Grenadier 
members or widows of Grenadiers who would benefit, then please let me, or a member of the 
Branch Committee know and we can take the matter forward for 2010 applications. 

 

Other Information 
Battalion Deployment: In September 2009, the Battalion will deploy to Afghanistan in a “war 
fighting” role and operate as a Battalion Group.   They are expected to return in March/April 2010 
and I am sure you will join me in wishing them a safe and successful tour and look forward to their 
return. 
 
Commanding Officer: The new Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion is Lieutenant Colonel Roly 
Walker (Irish Guards). 
 
New Colours: The presentation of new Colours has been delayed until 2010. The presentation will 
possibly be done in May 2010 following the return of the Battalion from Afghanistan. We await 
further detail on this. 
 
Colonel’s Fund Update: The Colonel’s Fund Grenadier Guards was formed as a result of the intensity 
of recent operations and the need to urgently raise funds to deal with the multitude of requests that 
the Regiment faces, not just today, but in the years ahead.  The Colonel’s Fund Grenadier Guards was 
created to supplement existing Regimental charitable funds, which are already fully committed.  The 
Colonel’s Fund Grenadier Guards is a sub-fund of The Relief in Need Charity which forms part of the 
Regimental and Battalion Charities of the Grenadier Guards, Registered Charity number 1062257. Up 
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until May 2008 the sum raised stood at £450,000, but as at 18 February 2009, the account passed the 
£1 million mark and a further £50,000 has since been donated.  Given the forthcoming tour of 
Afghanistan and the type role the Battalion will be deployed in, there will inevitably be casualties 
who will need to draw on the fund.  For that reason, amongst many others, fundraising continues 
and any donations to the fund are welcomed. Their website at www.thecolonelsfund.com provides 
details on how to donate.  If you do not have Internet access, and would like a brochure that 
provides details on the fund and how to give, then please make contact with me.  I will gladly send a 
copy to you. 
 
Comfort Boxes: I am in the process of establishing the details of serving Grenadiers from the East 
Kent area that will be deployed on operations in Afghanistan in late 2009/early 2010. The Branch 
committee feel it is very important that we maintain our links with them whilst they are serving, and 
it is our intention to organise “comfort boxes” that can be sent to them.  These gifts will help to 
maintain their morale and the mere fact that others are thinking of them, we are sure, will be a great 
comfort to them.   
 
The “comfort boxes” we will be preparing and sending will contain small items that might help the 
recipient to feel comforted, or help them do activities that help them feel comforted, or simply to 
make them think of home.  If you have any suitable items that you would like to donate that could be 
included, or if you would like to donate money in order we may purchase items on your behalf, 
please let me know.  All donations and items will be welcomed. 
 
I would also encourage members to write letters to our serving soldiers when they are deployed. I 
am sure you will recall how good you felt when you received a letter on the “mail run” whilst away 
from home.  To receive a letter from someone who you do not know, but who has taken the trouble 
to make contact with you, is an even greater moment.  Later in the year, and once I have the 
addresses, I will circulate them to members for their action.  Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Wellington Barracks: Following the move of the 1st Battalion to Lille Barracks in 2010, Wellington 
Barracks will no longer be retained as a Battalion posting.  Instead, the five Regimental Bands, the 
three Public Duties (Incremental) Companies and a Wellington Barracks Administrative Team will 
move there. 
 
Grenadier Day 2010: As the Battalion will have just returned from Afghanistan (March/April 2010), 
post operational tour leave may be taken later in the year (rather than straight away), the 
presentation of new Colours - followed by the Troop, further complicated by an Arms Plot move back 
to Lille Barracks in Aldershot means it is unlikely that the Battalion will be able to provide the “at 
home” element in 2010, so important to Grenadier Day.  
 
Planning is being conducted to superimpose Grenadier Day 2010 over the very successful 
“Grenadiers at Littlecote” gatherings that Colin Knight and John Southern organise and hold at 
Littlecote House (Hungerford, Berkshire RG17 0SU).  The venue will be fully booked for Grenadier use 
and careful reconsideration of costs revealed that, as an “overlay” to that weekend, Grenadier Day at 
Littlecote could be covered by the existing budget.  There are numerous things to do at Littlecote and 
Grenadier Day could be extended into the evening with a fireworks display etc.  We await further 
detail on this, but if you would like to attend then please make contact with me ASAP in order we can 
organise the correct amount of transportation.  As there will be much more space, the Branch will 
once again erect a stall. 
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Lost and Found: Branches have been notified that Regimental Headquarters is looking for 23965157 

Guardsman Alfred Wright. If anyone knows his whereabouts, please ask him to get in touch with 

Regimental Headquarters (Grenadier Guards Association, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, 

London SW1E 6HQ, Telephone: 020 7414 3285, Fax: 020 7222 4309, or email: 

assnnco@grengds.com) as they have something to his advantage. 

UK Armed Forces Veterans Lapel Badge 

For generations our Armed Forces have served their country across the world in many roles from war 
fighting, peacekeeping and reconstruction to home defence. In so doing, they have defended our 
country, our way of life and our cherished values. A large number of our veterans are young and 
active and now use the skills, the discipline and the leadership they learned in the Armed Forces to 
benefit their civilian employers and the wider community.  

The Ministry of Defence Strategy for Veterans highlights that because of all this it is important to 
focus on supporting veterans of all ages by celebrating, and raising public awareness of, their 
achievements and their contribution to society. To promote recognition of veterans by the wider 
British public the unique and unifying symbol of the HM Armed Forces Veterans Badge is available to 
all those who have served in HM Armed Forces. 

The HM Armed Forces Veterans’ Lapel Badge was launched in May 2004 by the Minister for 
Veterans, to raise the profile of veterans by assisting the wider public to recognise them.  

The first veterans badge was issued to Lord Healy, a veteran of the Battle for 
Monte Cassino, on 10 May 2004, which initiated the roll out of the badge to the 
generation who served in the Second World War. Since then eligibility to apply for 
the badge has been extended in sequential phases and now all veterans are 
eligible to apply.  

The badge is an enamelled, engraved, and pinned, lapel badge featuring the 
words “HM Armed Forces – Veteran”, which encompass the Tri-Service, Anchor, 
Crossed Swords and Eagle motif. 

 

Its symbolism is intended to unite all veterans in recognising the commonality of their service, to 
encourage a sense of unity and community between surviving veterans and to ignite public 
recognition of our veterans and their continuing contribution to society. 

Eligibility 

Criteria: All those who have served in HM Armed Forces including the Volunteers and Regular 
Reserves.  

Exceptions: Veterans who served in Armed Forces of other Countries and those who served 
alongside HM Armed Forces are not eligible (e.g. Canadian Navy or Royal Australian Air Force). 

Posthumous requests: The badge is a survivors badge and therefore is not issued posthumously. The 
only exception is for War Widows and Widowers who are in receipt of a War Widows/Widowers 
Pension paid by the Service Personnel and Veterans Agency. This also includes those who have 
received an award of Survivors Guaranteed Income Payment (SGIP) under the Armed Forces 
Compensation Scheme. This is in recognition of the fact that their death was due to their military 
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service. 
 
How to apply: Members may like to know that they can apply by a number of written methods, but 
by far the easiest is to use their UK FREEPHONE number (0800 169 2277 (UK only), or 0800 169 3458 
(Minicom UK only).   

Please ensure you have to hand all the details that would have been asked for on the application 
form. These are: 

 National Insurance number 

 Full name 

 Postal address and postcode 

 Telephone number (and dialing code) 

 Date of Birth 

 British Service Number 

 HM Forces Service (Royal Navy/Army/Air Force) 

 Unit/Regiment/Squadron 

 Periods of Service (dates from and to) 
 
Your badge will then be posted to you, usually within a few days. 
 

Clearance Sale 

 

We have for sale a few detailed, blister packed, 1:32 scale display models by 

William Britain® of Her Majesty the Queen on Horseback. These are suitable for 

collectors aged 14 and over, but are not designed and intended for play. With 

more than 100 years of experience, the William Britain name has earned 

legendary status by producing the most finely detailed and historically accurate 

lead-free pewter soldiers in the industry. This item is from their Ceremonial 

Collection, a splendidly colourful range that conjures up images of ceremonies 

and traditions which are synonymous with London. It is approximately 9 cm 

tall.  

The East Kent Branch originally sold this model for £8.50 each (plus £1.50 P&P). 
 
We only have a few models remaining and we are selling these to members at the much reduced price 
of just £3.50 each (plus £1.50 P&P).   
 
If you would like to purchase one (or more) of these models then please send a cheque to me at the 
address on the first page of this document.  
 
The cheque should be drawn to East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards Association. Please write your name 
and address clearly on the rear of the cheque and also write the word MODEL. 

 
Grenadier Gazettes 
I have a couple of copies of the 2009 Grenadier Gazette remaining should any member wish to purchase 
one. The price per copy is £4.75 plus £1.50 postage and packing.   
 
If you would like a copy then please make contact with me. Cheques should be drawn to East Kent 
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Branch Grenadier Guards Association. Please write your name and address clearly on the rear of the 
cheque and also write the word GAZETTE. 
 

Until Our Next Issue 
I trust you enjoyed reading this edition of “Roll Call”.  
 
I wish you a happy summer. Let us hope that the sun shines.  
 
Please remember to maintain contact. 
 
Best regards 
 
Bob Goodson 
 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer 


