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“Roll Call” 

Information from the East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards Association 
Issue 2 - October 2009 Branch website: www.ekb.org.uk 

 
Welcome to my second edition of the new “Roll Call”.  Its purpose is to inform members and the widows 
of past branch members of what is happening within the Branch and the Regiment. I hope you find the 
contents informative and interesting. 
 

Deployment of the 1 st Battalion Grenadier Guards  

The 1st Battalion have recently deployed to Afghanistan on OP HERRICK 11.  

No doubt you will have heard on the news that, sadly, Guardsman Jamie 
James was killed near Nad Ali District Centre in central Helmand province on 
the morning of Monday 5 October 2009. 

His death took to 220 the number of British troops killed in Afghanistan since 
the mission began eight years ago. 

Guardsman Janes was killed as a result of an explosion that happened whilst 
on a foot patrol near to Nad e-Ali district centre in central Helmand province. 
He was mortally wounded by an improvised explosive device, which also 
wounded three of his colleagues. The explosion was followed up by an 
insurgent ambush which the patrol then had to fight off before evacuating the 
wounded soldiers. Unfortunately Guardsman Janes died en route to hospital. 

 

Guardsman Jamie Janes 
1st Battalion Grenadier Guards  

[Picture: via MOD] 

Guardsman Janes was a Guardsman in 6 Platoon, 2 Company, 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. Born on 
16 May 1989 in Stafford, his family moved to Brighton when he was two. He attended Hove Park 
Comprehensive School and began his Army career at Harrogate Foundation College when he was 16, 
before moving to the Infantry Training Centre Catterick. 

Guardsman Janes joined Nijmegen Company, Grenadier Guards, in Woolwich, aged 17, where he carried 
out numerous state ceremonial and public duties. In 2007, on turning 18, he deployed to the 1st 
Battalion Grenadier Guards who were in Afghanistan on OP HERRICK 6. He spent four months on 
operations before returning to England. Between tours he deployed to the Falkland Islands and also 
conducted training exercises in Kenya with the Battalion. 

Guardsman Janes leaves behind his beloved girlfriend, Kate, three brothers (one of whom is serving in 
the British Army), two sisters, and his mother. 

Guardsman Janes' experience and professionalism from his previous tour of Afghanistan ensured he was 
a reliable and dependable individual whatever the circumstances. He was a natural soldier, comfortable 
on operations in testing circumstances, and he had a very promising career ahead of him. 

Lieutenant Colonel Roly Walker, Commanding Officer of the Grenadier Guards Battle Group, said:  
 

"So early in our tour, the tragic death of one of our brave young men comes as a shock. Jamie 
was a soldier to his heart and a friend to all. He knew the dangers he would face in Afghanistan 
but he had the courage to keep soldiering. He stood tall amongst his fellow men as an 



“Roll Call” ~ Page 2 

experienced hand who willingly stepped forward to take on the difficult task of clearing routes, 
and he gave the less experienced soldiers in his section huge confidence. He leaves behind a 
strong impression and his memory will inspire us. I am hugely proud of him, and humbled by his 
sacrifice." 

 
Below is a message from Lieutenant Colonel Roly Walker, the Commanding Officer, sent BEFORE the 
incident in which Gdsm Janes was killed:  
 

άLǘϥǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜϥǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ 
 
The Queens Coy is in Laskar Gah with a small self contained adjunct in the north of their area of 
operations in Basharan. 2 Coy are out on a limb to the north of the AO (Area of Operations) on the Luy 
Mandeh Wadi but I will review their situation shortly. The Inkerman are in a small town called 
Chah-e-Anjir which is proving to be a very positive little corner of the AO. It's pretty kinetic for 
them, but the folk they protect are very supportive. We have in place a Coy from 2 LANCS (Cyprus 
Reserve, formally 1 Kings) and a Coy from 4 Rifles. We also have a Coy of Estonian Mech Inf, of 
which one of their men fought with the Soviets against the Muj (Mujahedeen). We occupy similar 
checkpoints to those of the Russian Army, and of course the BGHQ (Battle Group Headquarters) is 
surrounded by the crumbling walls of an old British fort. History, history, history... 
 
We've had an excellent HOTO (Hand Over, Take Over) from 1WG who have left a very strong and 
positive impression with the local worthies in the District. Indeed we spent an evening with the 
District Governor and his key security folk (Army, Police, and Intelligence) who festooned us all in 
crazy Afghan hats and were tripping over themselves to thank them. We both sensed a photo 
opportunity for the Guards Magazine...! 1WG have given a very credible account of themselves 
against the enemy. Anecdotally the people here seem tired of the fighting and are praying for 
ISAF (International Security Assistance Force) to carry the day for GIRoA (Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan), 
but whilst the Taliban are at large they are easily intimidated. 
 
My first impressions of Centre South are of considerable progress at cost, plenty of opportunities 
to deepen our hold and further stretch an already stretched enemy, and to take advantage of the 
winter months to push home the full spectrum COIN (COunter INsurgency). Inevitably our ambition must 
be tempered by resource and risk...: 19x (19 Light Brigade) have had 70 FKIA (Fatally Killed In Action) and over 
300 FWIA (Fatally Wounded In Action), and over 1600 IED (Improvised Explosive Device) incidents. Tempo is high, 
and is not expected to decrease. 
 
Early nerves have settled amongst the BG (Battle Group) now they have seen the ground, met the 
people, and fought the enemy. For some it has been a sharp induction to combat. Most 
Companies have an active FLET (Forward Line of Enemy Troops) a matter of a few hundred metres from 
where they sleep. Equally, it is very clear to see the need for stabilisation and heartening to note 
we are seen as the most powerful force in the area where our presence is stabilising if tempered 
in activity and effort. Unsurprisingly I intend to trade on my new warlord status to secure 
advantage against the insurgents. Conditions are austere for many, comfortable for some. The 
heat is dissipating fast and we'll regret cursing the sun when the rain comes down and dust turns 
to mud. There is a huge amount of combat engineering needed to improve the quality of living 
conditions before winter arrives. Some sites are frankly feral. Some are choice compound 
takeovers complete with gardens and double story houses making ideal sniper platforms with 
observation over the tightly packed in agricultural fields. 
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The focus here is very narrow; we'll take it one day at a time, safe in the knowledge that 
everything changes despite our preference for stability, so we'll keep it simple. Movement is 
incredibly slow and availability of lift is precarious. 
 
Quite when they'll make a decision on who replaces the Rifle's Coy and the Light Dragoons BG is 
a ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΦ 9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΦέ 

 

New Deputy Lieutenant of Kent  
I now turn to some better news that you may have missed reading in your local papers in June 2009, or 
not seen if you do not read the London Gazette.  The news is that one of our Vice Presidents (John G 
(Algy) Cluff, DL) was appointed as one of five new Deputy Lieutenants of Kent. Deputy Lieutenants fulfil 
a number of duties, including greeting and accompanying royalty and heads of state during official visits 
and presenting awards on behalf of the monarchy.  I am sure you will join with me in congratulating 
Algy on his prestigious appointment. 
 

Get your Fondest National Service memories p ublished ...  
Brian Davison is writing a book on National Service experiences abroad, from 1946 to 1963. He would 
like to hear from National Service veterans of all ranks, from all the armed forces, who have unusual, 
different or humorous stories to tell. He particularly needs the experiences of those National Service 
Grenadiers who spent their time in the Middle East and Far East. Any published contributions will be 
credited in the book. Anyone who is interested in helping then please phone Brain on 01642 274261, 
leaving your telephone number, and he will get back to you, or email him at bhdavison@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Recent Event 
Our Annual Dinner was held on Friday 4 September 2009 and was an excellent night. We had 54 diners 
in attendance, so were almost at full seating capacity for the venue. Major Richard “Skid” Dorney MBE 
was our guest speaker and he kept everyone enthralled with his speech.  The Regimental Dance Band 
and a singer named Amy Anders provided us with great entertainment and the dancing went on until 
midnight. 
 

Branch Membership Fees  
Thank you to all members who paid their branch membership fees promptly this year to cover the 
period 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010.  Members who have paid their fees will have received either a 
sticker for their membership card, or a return of their membership card duly dated. If you have yet to 
pay the Branch Membership fee for the period 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010, then please send a cheque 
for £10, drawn to EKB GGA, to the Hon. Secretary/Treasurer, 36 Martins, Way, Hythe, Kent CT21 6QU.   
 

Grenadier Gazettes 
I will soon be placing an order for copies of the 2010 Grenadier Gazette. The price is likely to be around 
£5 per copy (plus £1.75 postage and packing; if P&P is required).  If you would like a copy then please 
make contact and let me know of your requirements now! I will not require payment until the end of 
February 2010, whereupon cheques should be drawn to East Kent Branch Grenadier Guards 
Association and your name, address and the word GAZETTE should be written on the rear of your 
cheque.  
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7ÈÁÔȭÓ /Î 
There are now only a couple of branch events remaining this year.  Please make contact with me as 
soon as possible (ASAP) should you wish to attend them. 
 

Remembrance Day Parade  
The Branch will be on parade at Hythe War Memorial on Sunday 8 November 2009. Meet at Hythe 
Conservative Club at 1015 hours. Medals to be worn. We will then march to the Town Hall where the 
salute will be taken. 
 

Branch Chris tmas Party  
Our final event for 2009 will be held on Saturday 5 December 2009. Entertainment will be provided by 
“One For the Road”, a talented organist and singer. Bill and Beverley Marshall have worked tirelessly 
throughout the year organising the raffle. A number of Raffle Prizes to be won (members are also 
requested to donate a prize on the evening (or before)).  Tommy, the club chef, will be organising a 
Grand Buffet Dinner. Price just  
 
Other events that members may be interested in attending, or receiving information on, include: 
 

'ÒÅÎÁÄÉÅÒ 'ÕÁÒÄÓ 3ÅÒÇÅÁÎÔȭÓ ɉ0ÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔɊ #ÌÕÂ $ÉÎÎÅÒ ɀ November 2009  
This year’s annual Sergeants (Past and Present) Club Dinner and Dance will be held on Saturday 14 
November 2009 at Thistle Hotel Marble Arch, Bryanston Street, Marble Arch, London W1A 4UR.  This is 
a highly rated 4 star central London hotel, with the dinner commencing at 1930 hours. Tickets are £35 
each, which is tremendous value for such a prestigious venue. Places will be limited, so you are urged to 
book early to avoid disappointment. The Guest of Honour will be Colonel RD Winstanley O.B.E. The 
Annual General Meeting will be held in the Lincoln Suite prior to the Dinner. If you are interested in 
attending then please contact me for more details and the booking proforma ASAP as the final date by 
which your request needs to be with the organisers is Friday 16 October 2009.  
 

Presentation of New Colours - May 2010  
It is expected that new Colours will be presented to the 1st Battalion on return from their operational 
tour in Afghanistan. This will be an all ticket event taking place in Buckingham Palace, possibly on either 
Monday 10 or Tuesday 11 May 2010 (date TBC).  For security reasons, this is likely to be restricted to 
branch members and immediate family members. Priority for tickets will go to members who have 
attended six or more meetings in the twelve months previous to the event, but I will also have a 
waiting/top up list for others. In all likelihood, the branch will organise a coach to transport us to 
London with pickups in Ramsgate, Canterbury, Folkestone, Hythe and Ashford. Please make contact 
with me now if you would like to obtain tickets and therefore be “further up the list”. First come, first 
served!!  
 

Regimental Remembrance Day 2010  
This will be held on Sunday 16 May 2010 and will occur in Wellington Barracks (London), The Guards 
Chapel and on Horse Guards Parade. Of recent years, we have not had sufficient attendees to warrant 
the cost of coach hire, but would consider it if sufficient people were attending.  Please contact me 
ASAP if you are interested in attending and would require coach transport. 
 

Branch Annual Dinner 2010  
As it would be nice to invite our serving members (who have been deployed on OP HERRICK 11) and 
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their wives/partners to attend as our guests, it is hoped that the 2010 dinner can be arranged for earlier 
in the year and be held shortly after the return of the 1st Battalion from active service in Afghanistan. 
Please try to attend the dinner and help celebrate their safe return. 

 
-ÁÊÏÒ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ ÁÎÄ #ÏÌÏÎÅÌȭÓ 2ÅÖÉÅ× ςπρπ 
These reviews of the Queen’s Birthday Parade are the 1st and 2nd Rehearsals. Tickets for the Major 
General’s Review are generally free, are generally in high demand and cannot be guaranteed. Tickets for 
the Colonel’s Review are charged for (2009 price was £10 each).  I need to bid for tickets when I attend 
the Secretary’s Meeting and Association Annual General Meeting on Saturday 20 March 2010.  If you 
have not asked me by the end of February 2010, then it is unlikely I will be able to get tickets for you. If 
you are interested in attending then please register your interest with me now and let me know which 
parade you are interested in attending and how many tickets you would like me to try to obtain. 
 

Grenadier Day 2010  
Because the Battalion are due back from Afghanistan in the late spring of 2010, Grenadier Day 2010 will 
be renamed ‘Grenadiers Return’. There will also be a “theme tune” to match! Planning by Regimental 
Headquarters is well underway, but the main topic is yet to be decided. However, it will be a very 
special occasion, where it is hoped that many will turn out to applaud the Battalion. All funds raised will 
be in support of the Colonel’s Fund, which provides assistance to those in need of support, resulting 
from operations. 
 
‘Grenadiers Return’ is to be held on Saturday 26 June 2010 at Littlecote House in Hungerford, Berkshire  
RG17 0SU.  It will be superimposed over the very popular Grenadiers@Littlecote 4/5 day break that is 
organised for that time, so will already have a large number of Grenadiers there. This has the makings of 
a great venue and is in a lovely setting. If sufficient numbers are interested in attending, then the 
Branch will be organising a coach and, if there is sufficient interest, we may even consider organising an 
overnight stay, or two, at a local hotel. We will once again erect a stall – so please start thinking of 
things we can sell and feed your ideas back to the committee. If you are interested in attending then 
please register your interest with me now!  Family and friends are welcome to also attend. 
 

Contact with the Branch  
We accept that some members are not able to attend the Branch meetings we hold on the third Sunday 
of each month (except December) and that a number of members are also not able to attend the trips 
and events we organise, or attend, but we do encourage all members and the widows of past branch 
members to make contact with us.  My details are: 
 

 Email addresses: secretary@ekb.org.uk  
 Telephone: 01303 263958 (24/7 answering machine if not available) 

 Postal address: Mr RC Goodson, Hon. Secretary, Treasurer and Webmaster, East Kent Branch  
                                     Grenadier Guards Association, 36 Martins Way, Hythe, Kent   CT21 6QU 

 Known as: Bob 

 Service dates: 1976 to 2002 

 Name of Wife: Sue 
 

Members Details  
In the May 2009 edition of “Roll Call”, I informed members that the branch maintains a database of 
contact details of our members and the widows of former members and that I was attempting to get 
that detail updated.  I thank those that took the trouble to notify me of missing detail, but it is 
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disappointing that a large number of members still have incomplete records because they didn’t make 
contact with me.  The detail we hold on you was displayed on the front page of the May 2009 edition of 
Roll Call that was sent to you.  If you have not yet sent me your missing details, then please do so this 
month. The details requested were as shown below: 
 

Regimental Number:  Known As:  Home Number: 
Regiment:   Date of Birth:  Office Number: 
Suffix / Rank:  Address:  Mobile Number: 
Surname:  Town:  Email Address/Addresses: 
Forenames:  County:  Name of Spouse/Partner: 
Initials:  Post Code:  Initials of Spouse/Partner: 

 
The Regimental Calendar  2010  
 

Once again the Regimental Calendar, co-ordinated by L/Sgt Jay Ellingham at Regimental Headquarters, 
is about to go to print. Copies will soon be available; £1 of every copy sold will go to The Colonel’s Fund. 
No price has yet been announced, but if you would like to be notified when further details on the 
calendar are announced, then please make contact with me soonest. 
 

Clearance Sale 
 
The Branch has a number of cotton T-Towels for sale. They are being sold in bundles of 5 towels and 
members may purchase these at the much reduced price of just £3.50 per bundle of 5 (plus £1.75 P&P  
if they need to be posted). These make great Christmas presents/“stocking fillers”. If you would like to 
purchase one (or more) bundles of these T-Towels then please send me a cheque, drawn to East Kent 
Branch Grenadier Guards Association. On the rear of the cheque please write your name and address, 
write the words T-TOWEL BUNDLE and provide me with detail on the number of bundles you want. 
Bundles will be made up with five different T-Towels and will be a mixture of the following: 

    I 
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New Regimental Website  
 
A new Regimental website, which has been masterminded by Alan Ogden (a former officer in the 
Grenadier Guards), is in the process of being launched. Although “up and ready”, it is still work in 
progress; thus any practical and constructive suggestions are welcomed, bearing in mind that major 
architectural changes are unlikely to be feasible, whereas more minor cosmetic changes could be.  
 
The site will soon be available for viewing at www.grengds.com . The aim is to have a website that 
embraces the whole Regiment, serving and past, whether they be members of the Association or not. 
The theme is “Once a Grenadier, always a Grenadier”, with a view to making it easier for Grenadiers to 
keep in touch and meet up with each other.  
 

Until Our Next Issue  
 
I trust you enjoyed reading this edition of “Roll Call”. Although I am somewhat early in doing so, I wish 
you a very Happy Christmas. Please remember to maintain contact. 
 
Best regards 
 
Bob Goodson 
 
Honorary Secretary, Treasurer and Webmaster 


